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Albany, NY (04-03-17)—Everyone is 
invited to join Grassroot Givers and the 
Albany Tulip Court in support of literacy 
throughout the Capital Region.  The First 
Annual Grassroot Givers Little Free 
Library Walkathon will be held Saturday, 
April 29, starting and ending in the 
Thomas O’Brien Academy of Science 
and Technology parking lot.  The walk 
will cover approximately 2 miles.  
Registration will open at 10am, with the 
walk beginning at 11am.  The price per 
participant is $10 and all proceeds will 
benefit Grassroot Givers and their 
programs.   

The Grassroot Givers Book Project 
supports literacy throughout the Capital 
District, and provides books to 
individuals and families in need. They 
also provide books to the Albany Public 
Schools and maintain 14 Little Free 
Libraries throughout Albany.  Through 
their Book Project, Grassroot Givers has 
provided over 120,000 books to the 
Capital Region. 

On the day of the event, participants will 
visit several of Grassroot Givers’ Little 

Free Libraries (LFLs) throughout 
Downtown Albany.  These sidewalk-side 
book boxes are a part of an international 
book-sharing program that typically 
operate on a “take-a-book, leave-a-
book” policy.  However, Grassroot Givers 
encourages community members to 
take books home for their own libraries 
while they keep the LFLs stocked.  The 
walk will serve as an opportunity to learn 
about the LFLs and resources available 
at Grassroot Givers, and the Albany 
Tulip Court will present on their own 
literacy initiatives.  Funds raised will help 
Grassroot Givers to expand their LFL 
network around Albany.  

Those who are interested in taking part 
in the Walkathon, or who would like to 
learn more about Grassroot Givers, are 
encouraged to visit grassrootgivers.org 
or contact info@grassrootgivers.org. 

 

 

Great events to kick off summer 
Grassroot Givers has two great events planned: a 
walkathon on April 29 (page 1)  and a trivia competition 
on May 21. More info on our trivia competition can be 
found on page 2! 
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Bethlehem students lend a hand 
Grassroot Givers would like to thank the Bethlehem 
Central School District’s 4th grade students for all  their 
help!  
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Grassroot Givers Teams with Tulip Court for 

Little Free Library Walkathon for Literacy 
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The Homeless and Travelers Aid Society, or 
HATAS, was founded in 1924 with a goal of 
ending homeless in the Capital Region.  HATAS 
not only helps those in need to meet their 
immediate needs of food and shelter, but also 
helps people to address long term issues such as 
finding affordable housing and employment.   

Over the past few months, Grassroot Givers has 
been developing a close partnership with HATAS 
as we work together to serve the Capital Region 
community through several joint efforts.  Rather 
than duplicate the services each provides, 
Grassroot Givers’ Community Store provides 
those in need with housewares, while HATAS 
runs a furniture bank as part of their regular 
operations.  

We have recently joined HATAS for their 

weekend Backpack Food Program.  Every week, 
HATAS provides hundreds of students in the Albany 
City School District with bags of food to take home 
on weekends.  Grassroot Givers has joined this 
initiative by providing appropriately leveled books 
with each bag of food every week.  Currently 
Grassroot Givers’ involvement is limited to a pilot 
program at Arbor Hill Elementary School.  It has 
proven to be a huge success, and we look forward 
to expanding to serve every child in HATAS’s 
program in coming months.    

We are also proud to announce that HATAS has 
joined our Little Free Library network.  A green 
Grassroot Givers Little Free Library is installed in 
front of HATAS’s Central Avenue location, 
providing HATAS’s clients and other community 
members with access to books to take home.   

 

 

Grassroot Givers is planning our 
First Annual Grassroot Givers 
Trivia Championship for Sunday, 
May 21, 2017 starting at 2pm.  
The event will be held at Wolf’s 1-
11, 111 Wolf Rd in Colonie.  

This event is expected to bring 
together 200 community 
members to compete in a general 
knowledge trivia competition.  
Participants will be divided into 
teams of a maximum of 8 people, 
and there will be large prizes for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd place, and many 
prizes throughout the game. 

The price will be $30 per 
participant, or $20 per student.  

All proceeds will directly benefit 
Grassroot Givers and their 
programs.We look forward to 
seeing everyone there! Contact 
info@grassrootgivers.org with 
any questions or for early 
registration! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

aThe sidebars in this template use simple, single-row tables for the gray-shaded headings and thermometer charts shown below for easy alignment. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

Grassroot Givers 
Trivia Championship 

Partnership Profile: HATAS 
 

Our partners at HATAS drop off some 
housewares for Grassroot Givers’  “Home 
Essentials” Program 
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Bethlehem 4th Graders lend a hand to Grassroot Givers 

Here we are, already ¾ of the way through my year of 
service with Grassroot Givers.  It is hard to believe, time 
has been going by so fast!  We’ve had a lot going on this 
spring, and it has all been possible thanks to the 
generosity of the Capital Region community.  

In December Grassroot Givers was honored to receive a 
Standish Family Foundation mini-grant to expand our 
LFL network.  This spring we sent out 3 additional Little 
Free Libraries, to be placed at TOAST, Hackett Middle 
School, and the Homeless and Travelers Aid Society.  
Additionally, we are in the process of installing a Little 
Free Library at Dana Park in front of the Boys and Girls 
Club, and obtaining permission to place a “mobile” 
Little Free Library in Albany’s historic Washington Park.  
This LFL will be “mobile” because, while it will be 
chained to stationary objects, we will move it to 
optimal locations during Washington Park’s many 
events, such as the Tulip Festival in the summer and 
Capital Holiday Lights in the winter.   

By this summer our facility will also have electric 
outlets placed throughout our front pool, thanks to 
generous grants from MVP Health Care and the Troy 
Savings Bank Foundation.  These grants are also 
enabling us to purchase computers as we digitize the 

inventory of Grassroot Givers’ Community Store and 
Book Project.  

It has been an honor to have been a part of Grassroot 
Givers.  I look forward to continuing to watch our 
great organization grow over the next few months.   

4th graders from the Bethlehem 
Central School District visited 
Grassroot Givers for educational and 
community service-focused field 
trips during the month of February.  

The students arrived with boxes of  
children’s books from drives they 
held in their classrooms to benefit 
our Book Project.   During their 
visits, in addition to receiving tours 
of our facility, the Bethlehem 
students also helped us to organize 
our books and read to children from 
the GWU Daycare center.   

It was a pleasure to see so many 
talented young students dedicate 
their time to helping people in need.  
Grassroot Givers looks forward to 
more visits from BCSD students in 
the future. 
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Grassroot Givers in the community 

The Grassroot Givers Home Essentials 
program received shelving from the 
Community Resource Federal Credit 
Union. We can fill orders and help 
families to transition from shelters 
much more efficiently. 

ENL students at Hackett Middle 
School helped to paint 3 of Grassroot 
Givers’ Little Free Libraries before we 
installed them throughout the 
community (including one for Hackett 
Middle School).  To add their own 
personal touch, the students 
decorated the inside of each LFL with 
the flags of their home countries. 

For Friendship Week, students 
from Ms. Pinkham’s third grade 
class at Southgate Elementary 
in North Colonie were 
encouraged to do something 
kind for others.  They chose to 
hold a collection for stuffed 
animals, and donated them to 
our Community Store to help 
children in need.  


