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Community Comes Together to 
Support Literacy 
Grassroot Givers’ first annual Little Free Library Walkathon a 
big success.  

Above, participants walk through Washington Park during Grassroot Givers’ 
Little Free Library Walkathon on April 29.  The event showcased Grassroot 
Givers’ network of Little Free Libraries, and the 2016 Albany Tulip Court 
also presented on their own literacy initiatives.  More on page 5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Connecting 
Communities. 
Staff from Key Bank 
volunteer with 
Grassroot Givers for 
Neighbor’s Day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving with 
Dignity. 
Items sit on display in 
our Community Store. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Empowering 
Lives. 
Students at Myers 
Middle School select 
free books at an end 
of the year book fair. 

 

 
MEET OUR SUMMER 
SERVICE SCHOLAR 
Details on page 2. 
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PARTNER PROFILE 
Find out more about 
our partnership with 
The Food Pantries of 
the Capital District. 
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FAREWELL FROM 
VISTA 

Adam’s last VISTA 
Corner column 
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Seymour Fox 
Foundation Awards 
Grant to Grassroot 
Givers 
Funds will purchase hundreds of 
multicultural and multilingual books for 
children in Albany. 

Downtown Albany is rich in diverse cultures 
from all over the world.  One challenge for 
Grassroot Givers’ Book Project has always been 
acquiring children’s books not only that would 
be of interest to the community that we serve, 
but also that can be read to kids by parents who 
are not necessarily literate in English.  

Thanks to a generous grant provided by the 
Seymour Fox Foundation, Grassroot Givers has 
started the first phase in purchasing hundreds 
of brand new children’s books to meet the 
needs of Albany’s diverse community. 

A large portion of the books are bilingual, and 
we will provide them to refugee parents to read 
to their children. These languages include 
Karen, Burmese, Farsi, Arabic and Swahili.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access to books that parents can read to their 
children will empower families in Albany’s 
refugee communities to experience the 
important bonding that comes with reading to 
children.  

Additionally, this grant will purchase hundreds 
of African American children’s books, including 
dozens of the American Library Association’s 
Coretta Scott King Book Award winners.  

Thanks to the partnership of the Seymour Fox 
Foundation, Grassroot Givers will more 
effectively inspire the Capital Region 
community to read. 
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MEET OUR SUMMER SERVICE SCHOLAR REID HIGGINS 
 Hi! My name is Reid Higgins and I’m a senior at the 

University at Albany. This summer I became a Siena 
Summer Service Scholar and was placed here, at Grassroot 
Givers to serve! Working with non-profit organizations 
allows me to dedicate my time and effort towards my 
surrounding community. While working here at Grassroot 
Givers, I will be coordinating an online shopping store, 
bringing another service platform to this organization. I 
spend my off days listening to all genres of music, while 
watching all of the major sports leagues.  
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Across the Capital Region, suburban school districts 
have been holding book drives for Grassroot Givers.  
Thanks to the generosity of students, parents, teachers, 
principals, and others at these schools, Grassroot Givers 
has been bringing in thousands of children’s books 
every week since March.  These book drives have 
enabled us not only to keep up with the expansion of 
our weekend backpack program at Albany City Schools 
during the school year, but we also are better prepared 
to last through the summer.  We will be providing these 
books to summer camps serving lower-income children 
in Albany.     

 

Thousands of books arrive from schools across the capital 
region 
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Partner Profile: Food Pantries for the 
Capital District 
 
The Food Pantries for the Capital District is a coalition of 61 food 
pantries across Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga and Schenectady 
Counties.  They were founded in 1979 by the Urban Ministries 
Fellowship, a committee of the Capital Area Council of Churches, 
to provide for community members in need of emergency food 
assistance as well as to supplement those with low-income or loss 
of income.  
 
Grassroot Givers has partnered with the Food Pantries for the 
Capital District on joint efforts to serve the Capital Region.  Over 
the past year Grassroot Givers has been placing shelves of books at 
food pantries as distribution points for our Book Project.  
Additionally, this summer we have joined the Food Pantries for the 
Capital District, Mechanicville Area Community Services, the 
United Way of the Greater Capital Region, and Captain Youth and 
Family Services for “Gus the Produce Bus.”  This program delivers 
fresh produce to summer meals programs in Mechanicville parks.  
We provide books to ensure every child has the opportunity to read 
over the summer.  
 
We are proud to have the Food Pantries for the Capital District as a 
partner, and we look forward to continuing to combine our efforts 
in the future.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer gear needed for 
children at local summer 
camps 
 
Can you help us give a child a cool summer? 
The children at several local summer camps 
need water shoes (all youth sizes), and 
children’s books.  Our goal is to help as many 
“summer campers” as possible in the City of 
Albany.  Mail your donation to Grassroot 
Givers, PO Box 84, Delmar, NY 12054.  Thank 
you in advance for your support of these 
children! 
 
 

Working together 
to maximize our 

impact in the 
community.  
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VISTA Corner 
 
As I write this I have approximately 3 weeks left at Grassroot Givers.  Thinking back 
to when I started last August, it seems like only yesterday.  However, a lot has 
changed since I arrived, and I am proud of everything we have accomplished 
together.  
 
Grassroot Givers’ impact has grown significantly.  In August, we had 11 Little Free 
Libraries—we now have 17, with an 18th and 19th on the way.  Our front pool is fully 
connected with electrical outlets, computer stations are in the process of being set up, 
and our inventory is now almost fully automated.  These systems will prove 
invaluable as our intake and output have increased by thousands of items at both our 
Community Store and Book Project. 
 
I believe Grassroot Givers has a lot to be excited about for the future. I wish them the 
best.  
 
I would like to thank Mary and Roberta for the opportunity to do my year of national 
service at Grassroot Givers.  I have had a fantastic experience, and I look forward to 
keeping in touch!   

Hundreds Come Together for Afternoon of Trivia 
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the event.  We mean it when we say we could not have done 
it without him, during both the planning stages and making 
the day so entertaining.   
 
We would also like to thank Wolf’s 1-11 for providing 
space, as well as the following businesses for providing 
prizes: 
 
Albany Funny Bone, Buffalo Bills, El Loco Mexican Café, 
Mercato’s Restaurant, New World Bistro, New York Giants, 
Nicole’s Restaurant and Catering, SPAC, Troy Savings 
Music Hall, One with Life Tequila,  Nine Pin Cider, Dave 
and Buster’s, Blaze Pizza, Bruegger’s, The Century House, 
Cape Air, Marriott Hotels, Albany Renaissance Hotel, 
Restaurant Navona, Crossgates Mall, Berkshire Botanical 
Garden, Philips Hardware, The Olana House, Colonie 
Center, El Mariachi Mexican Restaurant, Lucky Strike 
Social, The Daily Grind, Teavana, Bella Napoli Italian 
Bakery, FYE, Giftology, 5 Guys, Proctor’s & Capital 
Repertory Theater, Christmas Tree Shops, Balance Massage 
Studio, 5 Wits, Yogibo, Latham 76 Diner, The Cheesecake 
Factory 

May 21 saw Grassroot Givers’ First Annual 
Afternoon of Trivia at Wolf’s 1-11 restaurant in 
Colonie. Hundreds of Grassroot Givers’ 
supporters and other community members came 
out to raise money for our programs while 
competing for fantastic prizes.  Prizes were 
awarded to the top 3 teams as well as throughout 
the game.  Everyone had a great time! 
 
We would like to give a special thank you to 
trivia host Scott Mumford for helping us with 

Taking part in the LFL Walkathon 
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April 29th marked the first annual “Grassroot 
Givers Little Free Library Walkathon.”  This 
event was an opportunity for community 
members to tour some of our Little Free 
Libraries, as well as get to know more about 
our other  programs in Albany.  Dozens of 
people came out to support this great 
cause! 
 
The event started at the Little Free Library 
located at the Thomas O’Brien Academy of 
Science and Technology in Lincoln Park, 
where students presented several of their 
school projects.   
 
We continued onward to LFLs at Hackett 
Middle School, Dana Park, Washington 
Park, Grassroot Givers, and Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.   
 

The members of the 2016 Albany Tulip 
Court joined us for the event to present on 
their own literacy initiatives at Albany City 
Schools.  The Court members visit 
students and classrooms to promote 
education and reading.  
 
Participants also received tours of our 
facility, where we stopped for 
refreshments.   
 
We were fortunate to have a beautiful day 
for the event, with tulips at Washington 
Park all in full bloom.   
 
Most importantly we are fortunate to have 
such an enthusiastic and supportive 
community.  Thank you to everyone who	
came	out!	

Students	from	the	Thomas	O’Brien	Academy	of	Science	and	Technology	presented	their	work.	

1st Annual Little Free Library Walkathon 
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Grassroot Givers’ “Home Essentials” 
program continues to expand 
Operated as a constituent but separate 
part of our Community Store, our “Home 
Essentials” program is one of the most 
unique programs at Grassroot Givers.   

With the Home Essentials program, 
Grassroot Givers works closely with 
shelters and case workers to complete 
specific orders that address the needs of 
individuals and families transitioning 
from homeless and domestic violence 
shelters into new apartments.  We create 
packages of items including dishes, pots, 
pans, bed linens, comforters and other 
necessary household items to help people 
to transition smoothly to their new homes.  
People may also select a couple decorative 
items to make their new apartment more 
of a home. 

Grassroot Givers is the only organization 
in the Capital District with a program that 
specifically fills orders for household 
items.  For this reason, our Home 
Essentials program is one of the most 
requested programs at Grassroot Givers.  
We are approached by more shelters and 
case workers every day. 

If you have any old sets of dishes, 
silverware, or other household items, 
our Home Essentials program can 
connect these items to families in need 
throughout the region.  

 

Items wait on shelves donated by 
the Community Federal Credit 
Union and the Alan and Karen 
Lobel Foundation before going out 
to families throughout the Capital 
Region. 

Looking to support a good cause while 
you shop online? 
 
Grassroot Givers is a member of Amazon’s “Amazon Smile” 
program.  This means that Amazon will donate .05% of the value of 
purchases made by our supporters directly to Grassroot Givers.  
 
To take part in the program, log into with your regular Amazon 
account at smile.amazon.com. Or follow the link on the right as seen 
on our website grassrootgivers.org.  Then select Grassroot Givers as 
the nonprofit of your choice.  It’s the same products at the same 
prices, and all proceeds are donated by Amazon. 
 
Thank you for all your support! 
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The 2017 Siena College 
NEXT Team at 
Grassroot Givers.  The 
NEXT Team is working 
closely with Grassroot 
Givers to create a 
strategic plan to 
increase Grassroot 
Givers’ impact and 
visibility in the Capital 
Region.  

Leaders of the Metropolitan 
Church Summer Camp 
selecting books for their 
campers this summer. 

One of Grassroot Givers’ 
Little Free Libraries now sits 
inside the District Attorney’s 
Community Justice Outreach 
Center on Clinton Street. 

Grassroot Givers in the Community 
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Students at Stephen and 
Harriet Myers Middle 
School select books to 
take home for the 
summer at an end of the 
year Book Fair. 

Grassroot Givers’ Little 
Free Library in Dana 
Park, on the corner of 
Lark Street and 
Madison Ave.  This 
LFL has been a 
collaborative effort: 
built as an Eagle Scout 
Project, it was installed 
with the help of the 
Cub Scouts.  Members 
of the Park South 
Neighborhood 
Association planted 
flowers beneath, and 
the Boys and Girls Club 
helps us keep it 
stocked.  


